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Gentlemen: 

Please send me a sample copy of The Personalist. 
I am interested in examining it with a view to 
subscribing. 
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Our Contributors’ Page 


A movement has gained some headway in our day to remove ethical 
and moral training from American schools under the guise of removing 
sectarianism. This movement is aided by the psychology dominant in 
educational circles which by denying free-will removes all ground for 
moral action. ‘This condition The Editor discusses under the title 


De-moralizing American Education. 


In New Spiritual Leadership, Herbert Alden Youtz of Oberlin 
College sets forth strongly the steps which must be taken in religious 
leadership in our day if established religious institutions are to meet the 
demands of an advancing age. 


* * 7 


If any are unduly exercised by Professor Youtz’ demand for religious 
change they may find comfort in the verse of Mary Sinton Leitch: 
Earthquake. It is a common-place of history that men repeatedly hide 
in the institutions which they build the very principles they aim to exalt. 


Virginia Tavlor MeCormick discusses the remarkable analytical 
power of America’s eminent living biographer in Bradford, Naturalist of 
Souls. “To some these analyses are too coldly remote and sometimes 
lacking the fullness of sympathetic insight, but Mrs. McCormick con- 
strains to a new appreciation of Gamaliel Bradford’s great work. 


Francis Mason of the University of Virginia is a welcome newcomer 
to our pages with a bit of verse: Alasquerade. 


A book just published by the American Branch Oxford University 
Press is calling an unusual amount of favorable comment. It is 
Professor Turner’s The Nature of Deity. For this reason Professor 
Turner’s article Electrons, Persons, Deity will seem to many of our 
readers most timely. The author has been a frequent contributor to_ 
The Personalist from the beginning. 


* * 


The fitting close to the special emphasis of this number upon the fact 


of religious change is the verse of Professor Gowen of the University 
of Washington, Blanche Nuit. 
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To the Gentle Personalist 


@ A letter has recently been published in Professor 
Knudson’s, The Philosophy of Personalism which 
is of great interest to Personalists. The letter was 
written by William James to Borden Parker Bowne 
on the appearance of Bowne’s Personalism. It 
shows the points which James considered himself as 
holding in common with Bowne and expresses hope 
for a future movement in philosophy which is already 


under way. We print only a fragment of the letter: 


“It seems to me that you and I are now aiming at 
exactly the same end, though, owing to our different 
past, from which each retains special verbal habits, we 
often express ourselves so differently. It seemed to me 
over and over again that you were planting your feet 
identically in footprints which my feet were accustomed 
to—quite independently, of course, of my example, 
which was what made the coincidences so gratifying. 
The common foe of both of us is the dogmatist-ration- 
alist-abstractionist. Our common desire is to redeem the 
concrete personal life which wells up in us from moment 
to moment from its factitious (and really preposterous) 
dialectic contradictions, impossibilities, and vetoes. 


“I think we fight in exactly the same cause, the rein- 
statement of the fullness of practical life, after the treat- 
ment of it by so much past philosophy as spectral. 


“The essential thing is not these differences, it is that 
our emphatic footsteps fall on the same spot. You, 
starting near the rationalist pole, and boxing the com- 
pass, and I, traversing, the diameter from the empiricist 
pole, reach practically very similar positions and atti- 
tudes. It seems to me that this is full of promise for the 
future of philosophy.” 


Yours fraternally and sincerely, 


WILLIAM JAMES. 


